
 
 
 
LATEST NEWS 
 

Welcome to the Early Summer edition of African Butterfly News! 
 
Several of you would have attended the 34th Conference and Annual General Meeting of the 

Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa, which was held at the Nestle Centre, Walter Sisulu Botanical 

Gardens over the weekend of 21 – 22 October.  

I’m sure everyone who was there would agree that this was an enjoyable and informative event: 

next year’s Conference is pencilled in for Hermannsburg (near Greytown in the KwaZulu-Natal 

Midlands), which was the venue in 2013. 

The date is still to be confirmed, but we intend to hold it in 

October during the flight period of some of the special Midlands 

butterflies such as the Estcourt Blue (Lepidochrysops pephredo). 

The early part of this season, in common with the preceding 

couple of years, has been very disappointing. Very few 

significant records have been obtained from the Highveld and 

the Western and Northern Cape have been desperately dry. A 

notable highlight has been Andrew Morton’s capture of a 

Southern Purple (Aslauga australis) from Morgan’s Bay; refer to 

an article later in this newsletter. 

 

2017 LepSoc Africa Conference and AGM 

After 34-years we should know how to host a decent Conference and I’m happy to report this 

year’s event was no exception. Speakers included Dave Edge, Reinier Terblanche, Hermann 

Staude, Silvia Kirkman, Jonathan Colville, Mark Williams, Graham Henning, Keith Roos, Peter 

Ward, Andre Coetzer and myself. 

As readers of ABN will know, the Photographic Competition was won by Raimund Schutte for his 

image of an African Pansy (Junonia artaxia), taken in Vumba, Zimbabwe in March. Julio Balona 

won the Scientific Trophy for his sequence of photographs in September’s Newsletter, showing 

caterpillars – thought to be Crudaria leroma – being excavated to underground chambers by ants. 

The Ivan Bampton Perpetual Teapot was won by Hermann Staude for compiling the Volume 27 

supplement to Metamorphosis, containing almost 1000 caterpillar-rearing records obtained from 

contributors to the CRG. 
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Jonathan Colville presenting a talk on the 
BED Project at the 2017 LepSoc Africa 

Conference 



Reinier Terblanche was awarded the Torben Larsen Tankard for his paper in Metamorphosis, 

containing life histories of several Acraeas from the Kalahari region. 

Other awards at the Conference went to Bennie Coetzer (Honorary Life Membership for his 

numerous contributions to the Society over the years, including data processing work with 

Lepidops / Lepibase and SALCA) and to Fanie Rautenbach for being 

LepSoc Africa’s primary contributor to the LepiMAP identification panel. 

Fanie has also been appointed as the LSA representative for LepiMAP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andre J M Claassens  
(26 October 1926 – 16 September 2017)  

 

Some of you may be aware that Andre Claassens (90) passed 
away recently. Andre had been suffering from poor circulation 
and had had surgery on his left foot. He leaves behind his wife, 
Jill. 
 
Andre was a superb scientist and added significantly to our 
knowledge of butterflies in South Africa. His many contributions to 
both Lepidoptera and to our Society are greatly appreciated and 
he will be remembered with fondness. 
 
Andre has been responsible for numerous scientific papers and 
publications including Butterflies of the Table Mountain Range 
(Claassens, A.J.M., and Dickson, C.G.C. 1980); Butterflies of the 
Cape Peninsular: a Comprehensive Guide (Claassens, A.J.M. 
2005). Butterflies of the Western Cape: a Guide to Common 
Garden, Park and Wayside Butterflies (Claassens, A.J.M. 2005). 
 

 
Highveld Butterfly Club (Jan Praet) 
 

The HBC held a meeting in late September, in preparation for the LepSoc Africa Conference in 

October.  

A potential new project is the 'Mile of Egoli grassland' near Rosebank, aimed at restoring the 
natural grassland from this area. 
Jan was asked to get involved and will meet with the developers shortly. 

A list of all talks and events – past and future – undertaken by the HBC this year is attached 

below: 

 

Alan Heath, Andre Claassens  
and Len McLeod 

(Photo by Andrew Morton) 

Bennie Coetzer 
Honorary Life Member 

Ivan Bampton Teapot winner, Hermann 
Staude, flanked by Silvia and Mark 

Reinier receiving the Torben Larsen 
Tankard  



 

 

ALN AND SEL 

The African Lepidoptera Network (ALN), a group of European lepidopterists met recently in 

Kraków, Poland. They were hosted by Lukasz Przybylowicz of the Polish Academy of Sciences. 

The delegation included several LepSoc Africa members such as Knud Larsen and Michael 

Ochse; they acknowledged that planning for future meeting and activities needs to include 

representatives from this continent and undertook to use the LSA website (www.lepsocafrica.org) 

for future notifications. 

Among other things, the meeting discussed the Afrotropical 

Madagascar Lepidoptera Workshop (April 2018) and a possible 

future Workshop in Zimbabwe in 2020. An alternative venue for 

2020 – Tsitsikamma Forest in the Southern Cape – generated 

significant interest. David Agassiz will report on the meeting at 

the next SEL (Societas Europaea Lepidopterologica) Congress. 

The next ALN meeting is pencilled in for March 2019, possibly in 

Prague or Munich.  

 

  

Enarmoniodes praetextana 
Knud Larsen 

http://www.lepsocafrica.org/


Moths and Caterpillars in the Caprivi (Dr Wolf-Achim and Hanna Roland) 
 
Dr Wolf-Achim Roland and his wife Hanna forwarded me this article regarding a recent trip of 
theirs to Namibia. They were gently critical of the shortage of non-Papilionoidea features included 
in this Newsletter (guilty on all charges!) and have set out to redress the balance…  
 

Since many years we travel to Southern Africa to photograph Moths. In January 2017 we visited 
the North-Eastern part of Namibia again. We drove by rented car about 3.000 km, from Windhoek 
to the Ngoma-Bridge – and back. 
The Caprivi-strip is appr. 500 km long and often not more than 30km wide. Only at the end, where 
Namibia meets Angola, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Botswana, there is an area about 100 km wide. 
Borders are drawn along the three rivers Kavango, Kwando and Zambesi. 
 

   
 Aegoceropsis trimeni (Agaristidae)      Lacipa pulverea (Erebidae-Lymantriinae) 
 
A straight tar road leads all the way from Rundu to Katima Mulilo. There are quite a lot of lodges 
along the way, some of which feature a high standard. 
 
We do not collect Moths, but take photos and later post our pictures 
 

   
   Euexia percnopis (Geometridae)    Xenosphingia jansei (Sphingidae) 
 
in internet-forums like LEPIMAP or ispot. It was the last trip, where Hanna still used her analog 
camera. It has just become too expensive with the slide-rolls, their development and the paper 
prints.  
We only travel with our cameras – no lighting equipment. Therefore our first requirement is 
places with good light at night. Since many lodges want to be eco-friendly and change to solar-
cells and batteries – good illumination is no longer guaranteed. Such places shut down their 
generators at around 22.00, when many mothspecies have not yet shown up. And 99% of the 
other guests do not need lights late at night, because they go for early-morning tours. If we tell 
people that we are looking for „insects“they only nod their heads in disbelief. Anyhow: there are 
places with good light, e.g. lamps to light the foot-paths from the restaurant to the chalets, strong 
lights to illuminate the name-plate of the lodge, kitchen areas where people work late, light poles 



to show animals near the lodge/ at water holes at night a.s.o.. Hanna works till about 1 or 2 
o`clock. I finish earlier and look for the “leftovers“ in the morning. Therefore we both have the 
opportunity to photograph different species. 
 
We were quite successful in the area of Divundu, where we stayed at the Divava-Lodge. While the 
other guests spent more time dining, we went from door to door and photographed the moths 
sitting on the walls by the outside lamps. But on the terrace of our chalet, luckily we were over-
busy all three nights. 
 
In Eastern Caprivi our first Lodge was Lianshulu, bordering the Kwando River. In this area we 
found many interesting caterpillars during our accompanied day-walks and a lot of other beautiful 
insects. 
 

   
  Rhanidophora aurantiaca ( Erebidae-Calpinae)   Gynanisa maja (Saturniidae) 

 
On the way back we were nearly the only guests at Namushasha Lodge, also close to the 
Kwando, which Hanna calls “the place of my heart“. Since all the houses are situated at the border 
of the so-called endless sea-of-grass, the output of “guests“ at night is always very rewarding. 
 

                                  
Calesia zambesita (Erebidae-Calpinae)   unknown (Pyralidae) 

 
Of course we depend on the weather and the time of the year. This summer the Caprivi-strip 
experienced an extreme amount of rain. Best for attracting moths at the lamps are clouded nights 
before the rain starts after a hot day. 
 
During the two weeks we took pictures of more than 150 different species in five locations. 
Most of the species could be identified, but some are still unknown to the specialists, or they are 
known, but not yet classified.  
 



       
 unknown (Acontiinae)    undescribed (Acontiinae) 
 
Especially the small moths are often unknown. In many cases the genus is clear, but the species 
cannot be identified by a photo. As we do not collect, we can only give hints, where interesting 
moths can be found, but we have no real proof of a new species. Other scientific values are the 
documentation of observation areas – thus often extending ranges, and showing live pictures of 
moths that are otherwise only to be seen as dead specimens in Museum collections – never 
comparable to the beauty of the original. 
 
See our pictures at the Virtual Museum ADU Lepimap  (user: Hanna Roland) and 
www.ispotnature.org (user: wolfroland). 
 

       
Analyta calligrammalis (Pyralid.-Spilomelinae)   Cirrodes phoenicea (Noctuid.-Amphipyrinae) 
 
In many books the borders of Southern Africa are drawn right on the Kavango River. Therefore 
moths, which have their home in Angola or Zambia, which are not in the lists for Southern Africa, 
can be found in Northern Namibia. 
 

    
Amyops ingens (Notodontidae) 

 
All the caterpillars and some moths have been observed on our nature walks during the day. If 
they are not known, we will not be able to ID the exact species, because we can`t rear them. 
     

http://www.ispotnature.org/


We want to take this opportunity to thank Dr. Martin Krüger, who has helped us for many years 
with the identification of moths, and Hermann Staude, whom we had to ask for advice, especially 
in the geometrid-section. 
 
 
All pictures by Hanna and Dr. Wolf-Achim Roland 
Spreestrasse 60 
42697 Solingen 
Germany 
 

Bali Butterflies 2017 (Riëtte Griesel) 

Riette, Jan and Abrie Griesel visited Bali in September… 

 

Walking in the Holy Gardens of the Tanah Lot Temple on the 
second day of our visit to Bali, the very first butterfly that I saw 
was the magnificent big Black Prince (Papilio memnon), a 
member of the swallowtails that has quite a few different forms.   
 
We hired scooters and then were on our way out of the city of 
Kuta. Our first night in the countryside we slept at a homestay 
Villa Gede. The garden was full of flowers and I saw 14 different 
species!!  We drove 780km around the Island on the scooters 
(between 70 and 80km per day) and slept for 11 nights at the 
most amazing homestays. I had plenty of time to walk in gardens 
and rice fields and we made a special effort to visit as many 
water falls as possible.  
 
I saw a total of 46 different species.  Everyone was special . . . . 
but how can I describe the feeling of seeing the beautiful Helena 
Birdwing (Troides helena), flying high up on the cliffs of the 
beautiful Gitgit Falls?  I never thought I would be so privileged to 
see it in the wild! The most common butterfly and one that I saw 
on each of the 11 days, was the Leptosia nina , looking exactly 
like our own Leptosia alcesta inalcesta!  Another one that looked 
also exactly like our South African Hypolimnas misippus, was 
their Hypolimnas bolina / the great eggfly butterfly.   
 
A fantastic trip with fantastic butterflies!  

  

Malay Lacewing (Cethosia hypsea) 

Rose Swallowtail (Pachliopta aristolocha) 
 

Lime Swallowtail (Papilio pranthus) Helena Birdwing (Troides helena) Peacock Pansy (Junonia almana) 



KwaZulu-Natal News (Kevin Cockburn) 

Kevin Cockburn – LepSoc Africa’s KZN Chairman – has submitted a news summary from the Last 
Outpost… 
 
The last year-and-a-half has been unusually busy for the handful of active lepidopterists in our 
province! The advent of the SALCA project and the associated deadlines took up most of their 
butterfly time, and re-focussed them and their energies! 
Time was spent planning and allocating appropriate taxa to helpers, and the data needed 
verification and contextualizing.  
 
September 2016 saw the beginning of numerous field trips, particularly in the KZN Midlands with 
potentially new and existing localities being examined. Landowners and farming communities were 
contacted and information disseminated. The focus in this area remains Dingaan’s Widow  
(Dingana dingana) and Estcourt Blue (Lepidochrysops pephredo). 
 

  
 
Lowlands District 
 
 

 
 
Dingaan’s Widow 
 



Pennington’s Protea (Capys peningtoni) is cause for concern as it is becoming more difficult to 
find. The high altitude Chrysoritis butterflies in KZN are always hard to get to, but we have 
stalwarts with springy legs here in KZN! 
 
We also continue our search, and our hypothesizing and philosophising about the butterfly that 
was last recorded near Bluebank about 140 years ago! We are also trying to get the local 
Historical Society involved in this project. 
 

 
 
“Historibiogeographical” approach to Morant’s Blue 
 
 
 

 
 
Bad Weather 
 
Lichen feeders Poritiinae are also on our current agenda with Rocksitters and Buffs needing 
attention - their habitats continue to be threatened. 
 
Durban and surrounds continues to be our centre of activity involving suburban communities, with 
Butterfly Days and Moth evenings being arranged in conjunction with Kloof Conservany. This 
Conservancy under the leadership of Paolo Condotti is a real eye-opener, and the community is 
actively involved in numerous projects. A recent Butterfly Day attracted nearly 200 people of all 
ages to enjoy the lovely weather and “a few” butterflies. Spring is finding it difficult to “sprung” in 



KZN. Temperatures and rainfall remain low with the exception of the flooded areas immediately 
adjacent to the coast around Durban. Butterflies were scarce but fun was had by all, and a few 
nunu’s turned up to “strut their stuff”! 
 
 
 

 
The hunt is on! 
 
 
 

 
Small–striped Swordtail 
 
 
Four years of drought have played havoc with KZN’s countryside, leading to massive pressure on 
natural grazing as well as on water resources across the province and further-afield. Agriculture is 
under huge pressure. 
 
Recently Margate on the KZN South Coast became the centre of our attention as a water pipeline 
has been approved through a remnant of pristine grassland – home to both the red-listed 
butterflies from that area. Last minute intervention by Lepsoc and EKZNW has hopefully resulted 
in a re-aligning of the pipeline route! 
 



At the risk of omitting people, the main activities and priorities have been as follows: 
 

• Adrian Armstrong has continued to work on Pennington’s Protea Capys penningtoni. This 
butterfly has always had a very restricted and specialised range and numbers appear to be 
declining alarmingly. 
 

• The Millers Tiger Moth Callioratis millari is still under scrutiny and study in the Ntumeni area 
of Southern Zululand, with the hope that it can eventually be re-introduced to the Kloof 
area, where it has been locally extinct for decades. Kloof conservancy actively raises funds 
to support this important project. 
 

• Morants Blue Lepidochrysops hypopolia has on a number of occasions been the subject of 
field searches in the Ladysmith area, with enthusiastic input from Ian Gracie. Ian has 
drummed up considerable interest in that extinct taxon and its historical presence there! 
 

• Clive Curtis and Simon Joubert have been been scouring the higher areas of the province , 
with some success, in search of our KZN Opals Chrysoritis oreas  and C.orientalis and 
other high altitude specials. 
 

• Steve Woodhall been working hard on the Zululand SALCA Taxa and their threats. 
 

• Kevin has been in the Estcourt, Mooi River, Nottingham Road, Greytown and Wartburg 
areas with farmer groups and conservancies – trying to help them appreciate the value of 
pristine areas, and landowners’ responsibilities. There in considerable interest with 
invitations for follow-up visits and outings. We have also found new localities for the 
“Specials” from that area but sadly are also losing localities as habitat transformation 
continues.  

 
Steve Woodhall has been doing some interesting rearing and has had success in a few areas! 
We hope to provide news and interesting, more focussed information on our KZN projects, 
problems and FUN. 

 

  



Capys penningtoni (Adrian Armstrong) 

Is Pennington’s protea butterfly Capys penningtoni on the verge of extinction? 
 
By Adrian Armstrong, Animal Scientist (Herpetofauna & Invertebrates), Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife 
 
The South African Butterfly Conservation Assessment published in 2013 and the current South 
African Lepidoptera Conservation Assessment have been the impetus for Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife 
to further investigate the distribution and conservation status of Pennington’s protea butterfly 
Capys penningtoni, amongst other species. Searches were made for pupae and adults of the 
species at apparently suitable localities where the species had not yet been recorded, and 
localities where the species had been recorded previously were also searched to determine 
whether the species still occurred there. 
 
Observations, such as the local extinction of Pennington’s protea butterfly at its type locality near 
Boston, and other evidence seemed to indicate that Pennington’s protea butterfly was becoming 
rarer at the localities where it was known to have occurred previously. Although the species was 
recorded for the first time at several localities where previously it had not been known to occur, the 
numbers of the butterfly were always very low. Pennington’s protea butterfly had also disappeared 
from a site in the Impendle Nature Reserve, the last sign of it there being a damaged pupa found 
on 5 October 2012, despite searches at the site in subsequent years. 
 
At a locality where the butterfly had not previously been recorded, on Nkawini Mountain, two eggs 
were recorded on buds of the butterfly’s larval host-plant, the common sugarbush Protea caffra, 
during a cursory investigation of a relatively small number of the larval host-plants at the site on 8 
October 2008. Searches for signs of the butterfly at the site in subsequent years revealed one 
adult female in 2015 and one adult male on 29 September 2016 (after an unsuccessful search on 
30 August 2016), but none in 2017. No eggs or pupae were observed at the site subsequent to 
2008, although thorough searches for eggs or pupae could not be done. This is not to say that it is 
easy to detect this species at a site. The number of host-plants at a site precludes the searching of 
every potentially suitable flower-bud for signs of eggs or pupae, and determining where adults 
might be flying and adult males hill-topping is not an easy matter in very mountainous or hilly 
terrain. So, depending on a variety of factors, the butterfly species could be missed on any visit. 
Whether the species forms metapopulations, where the sites at which subpopulations may 
become locally extinct may be recolonized subsequently by immigrants from other subpopulations, 
is unknown. However, the amount of land transformation in KwaZulu-Natal is high and the likely 
resultant barriers to movement of Pennington’s protea butterfly may preclude such a “rescue” 
effect. 
 
One of the factors that on the surface seemed to be a cause of the apparent decline of 
Pennington’s protea butterfly populations was the regular burning of the protea savanna where the 
species occurred. Work done at Royal Natal National Park by Hylton Adie, Stephen Richert and 
co-workers showed that bracken growing under and around common sugarbushes cause fires 
passing through the habitat to burn more intensely and therefore cause more damage to the 
common sugarbushes, even causing the death of some, to the detriment of the population. It 
seemed probable that regular, intense fires could be one of the reasons that the health of the 
common sugarbush populations appeared to be in decline at various sites within the butterfly’s 
distribution range, especially where bracken and American bramble were establishing under the 
canopies of the common sugarbushes. 
 
An attempt was made to propagate common sugarbushes at the Plant Conservation Unit of 
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife without success. It was hoped that propagation of larval host-plants could 
enable the planting out of common sugarbushes at the sites where the Pennington’s protea 
butterfly was known to occur, to reverse any decline in host-plant numbers there. Propagation of 
the host-plant is known to be a bit of a “hit and miss” exercise. We will be trying to propagate the 



host-plant again in the coming year. In 2017, a research project to determine the numbers, health 
status and fates of common sugarbushes at six sites, three in protected areas and three in 
previously unprotected areas, as well as the fire frequencies at the sites, was initiated, in order to 
determine how best to manage the burning of protea savanna for the benefit of common 
sugarbushes and Pennington’s protea butterflies. 
 
Another and possibly most important, potential cause of the decline in populations of Pennington’s 
protea butterflies came to light during the field visits. The alien invasive harlequin or multicoloured 
Asian ladybird beetle Harmonia axyridis was observed at every site in mostly large numbers, flying 
between and landing on and walking over the common sugarbushes, including the flower buds 
where female butterflies lay their eggs (Figure 1). This ladybird beetle is known to be invasive in 
various parts of the world. The invasion of this species in South Africa was tracked by Riaan Stals 
from 2001, when it had established in the Western Cape Province of South Africa. Between 2005 
and 2011 the beetle had invaded most of the temperate areas of South Africa. 
Research done on the harlequin ladybird beetle elsewhere in the world has yielded information 
that is relevant to the current situation. The species has been shown to consume the eggs and 
larvae of certain Lepidoptera. The beetle flies towards prominent objects on the horizon and is 
particularly attracted to contrastingly-coloured, vertical objects. It therefore appears to be attracted 
to common sugarbushes as they are the commonest trees in the predominantly grassy habitat of 
the Pennington’s protea butterfly. 
 
This year, experts on the ladybird beetle were contacted to see whether a trap such as a 
pheromone trap is available to reduce the numbers of this beetle in the habitat of the butterfly. 
None have yet been produced, although the propensity for the beetles to be attracted to vertical 
contrasting colours on the horizon suggests a way of producing a pheromone trap that could be 
used to control the numbers of the beetle. Such a trap might work by attracting the beetles from 
afar using vertical, contrastingly-coloured objects, then by causing them to aggregate at the traps 
when they are close by via a synthetic version of the beetles aggregation pheromone, and finally 
by the removal of the beetles from the environment. Whether such a trap could indeed be used to 
reduce the high numbers of this beetle species in the environment is unknown at present. 
The Conservation Assessment of Butterflies of South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland indicated that 
the flight period of Pennington’s protea butterfly, according to specimen records, was from the final 
quarter of July to at least the third quarter of October. Searches were made for this species during 
August and September 2017 at certain known sites where the species had previously been 
regularly encountered, but none were found. Was the butterfly species near extinction or did the 
atypical weather at the time cause the adults to eclose earlier or later? It was only during the plot 
sampling for a project investigating the status of Protea caffra in the distribution range of 
Pennington’s protea butterfly, being carried out by some Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife staff and interns, 
that two buds with the characteristic exit hole chewed by the larvae of the butterfly were noticed on 
a common sugarbush in Marwaqa Nature Reserve on 19 September 2017. Figures 2, 3 & 4 
illustrate what emerged from the buds. The Pennington’s protea butterfly was released back at the 
site from where the buds were taken on the same day that it eclosed. So what can be said now is 
that the butterfly is not yet extinct but it still seems that the continued existence of the species is 
precarious. 
 
The assistance of LepSoc members in surveillance of known populations of Pennington’s protea 
butterfly and in the discovery of unknown populations would be gratefully appreciated. 



 
Figure 1 An alien invasive harlequin ladybird beetle Harmonia axyridis on a bud of a common 
sugarbush Protea caffra, the larval host-plant of Pennington’s protea butterfly Capys penningtoni. 



 
Figure 2 The Pennington’s protea butterfly Capys penningtoni on the undeveloped common 
sugarbush Protea caffra bud from which it eclosed through the visible hole on 27 September 2017. 



 
Figure 3 The Pennington’s protea butterfly Capys penningtoni on its host-plant at the release site 
in Marwaqa Nature Reserve shortly before flying off. 



 
Figure 4 The wasp parasitoid that emerged from the pupa of the Pennington’s protea butterfly 
Capys penningtoni in the second common sugarbush Protea caffra bud. 
 

  



The Southern Purple (Aslauga australis)  

The Southern Purple (Aslauga australis) is one of South Africa’s rarest butterflies: there are very 

few records for this species and only three of these were considered sufficiently accurate for the 

recent SALCA evaluation. These records are from Cintsa East, Mbulu and Dwesa. 

There is an historical record from Durban, but the current Extent of Occurrence is believed to 

consist of a triangular area within the Eastern Cape of just over 3 500km2. 

In early October this year, Andrew 

Morton found another record from 

Morgan’s Bay, which falls within the 

above EOO. He caught a single 

specimen (a female) and is fairly 

certain that he saw another. 

His description of the butterfly’s 

behaviour corresponds with my own 

observations: 

The flight is rapid, but not unusually so, 

and the adult butterflies have a regular 

patrolling beat, circling clusters of 

isolated bushes.  

The females are surprisingly blue-coloured in flight and could be confused with Lampides boeticus 

in size and colour, if not flight pattern. This butterfly does not appear to fly in windy weather, so 

your best bet is to search between 11h00 and 13h00 on sunny, windless days – a fairly 

uncommon occurrence in this part of the world! Most records have been from December, however 

it obviously flies in October and can probably be found throughout the summer months. 
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Afrotropical Butterflies 

Male (Underside) 

Afrotropical Butterflies 

Andrew’s specimen from Morgan’s Bay  

Female (Underside) 

Afrotropical Butterflies 



Mount Sheba (Justin Bode) 

 

Bennie and André Coetzer agreed to act as guinea pigs for our first 
butterfly weekend trip with Yara to Mount Sheba over the weekend of 6 
October to 8 October. 
Despite challenges posed by a rather misty morning on the Saturday, my 
experiencing car trouble (a faulty alternator being the cause) that resulted 
in my car being towed into Lydenburg and a rental car being arranged by 
the super staff at Lydenburg Toyota it turned out to be a rather successful 
weekend. While species count was low for the weekend, some really 
special butterflies were seen and photographed.  
 

On Saturday we managed to find the 
Cloud copper / Wolk-kopervlerkie 
(Aloeides nubilus) at Robbers Pass. 
These butterflies were found in very few 
numbers, perhaps half a dozen seen and in an area of 
approximately 400m2. It should be noted that the wind was 
blowing and while the clouds disappeared it was still on the cool 
side. We did however make contact with the farmer, so should 
anyone want to visit the locality in the future, please obtain his 
details from André. Yara thoroughly enjoyed climbing the rocks 
in this area and hopefully in a few years, we will be able to sit 
back while she searches out the butterflies for us. 
On Sunday morning while we were about to leave Mount Sheba, 
Andre spotted a Bowker's dotted blue / Noordelike Berg-
spikkelbloutjie (Tarucus bowkeri transvaalensis), but before a 
camera could be unpacked and aimed at it had flown off – just 
another reason to return to this area. 
 
On the way back we stopped near Mac Mac Pools and did not 
have too much problem finding the two specials that fly there, 
Violescent blue / Persskynsel-bloutjie (Orachrysops violescens) 
and Irving's blue / Brons Ratsbloutjie (Lepidochrysops irvingi). 
We stopped off at the towers at the top of Long Tom Pass on the 
way back, but the wind was blowing so hard that Yara was 
almost unable to stand and we decided to pop into Hops Hollow 
for a lunch before departing off home. 

  

Yara Bode 
LepSoc Africa’s youngest 

member 

Cloud Copper (Aloeides nubilus) 
Robber’s Pass, Mpumalanga 

Justin Bode 

Irving’s Blue (Lepidochrysops irvingi) 
Mac-Mac Falls, Mpumalanga 

Justin Bode 



China (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
I spent an extraordinary month in China recently, where I met up 
with my son Christopher who is taking a year off “proper” work to 
teach English at an education centre in Nanjing. 
From the moment you land at Beijing Airport and taxi for several 
kilometres past hundreds of aeroplanes, you can’t help being 
struck by the enormous size of the country and the number of 
people living in it. 
 
From Beijing we visited Tiananmen Square, The Forbidden City, 
Summer Palace and the Great Wall. Beijing is enormous – I 
guess there are more large buildings (15 stories or more) in this 
city than have been constructed on the entire 
African continent. 
 
Our next stop was Guilin, where we took a 
magical cruise down the Li River; magnificent 
scenery with limestone karst mountains.  Next, 
off to Chengdu (Panda Bears), before a visit to 
Xi’an in NE China. From here you can visit the 
impressive granite peaks of Mt Huashan and the 
amazing 2000-year old Terracotta Warriors.  
 
One of the most magical places we visited was 
Zhangjiajie, with towering sandstone pinnacles; 
nearby is Tianmen Mountain with its famous 
“cave”, glass walkway and the longest cable car 
in the world.  
 
Other “must-see” visits included 
Shanghai; Tiger Leaping Gorge 
and Jade Mountain (Lijiang) and 
Stone Forest and Dian Lake, 
Kunming. 
 
Nanjing, on the Yangtze River, is 
also well worth a visit. 
On the slopes of Purple Mountain, 
(the hill around which the city has 
been constructed), are  
parks and gardens that are 
teeming with butterflies... 
 

 

  

The Forbidden City, Beijing 

“Plank road in the Sky”,  
Mount Huashan 

Great Wall, Beijing 

River Li cruise, Guilin Panda bear at Chengdu 

Zhangjiajie Park (the “Avatar” Forest) 

Shanghai 

Terracotta Warriors at Xi’an 



Some butterfly-photos from China… 

 

 

 
 

  

  

Indian Fritillary (Argynnis hyperbius) 
Purple Mountain, Nanjing 

Swallowtail (Papilio machaon verityi) 
Kunming, Yunnan 

 

Common Punch (Dodona durga)  
Kunming, Yunnan 

Purple Sapphire (Heliophorus saphir) 
Zhangjiajie Park, Wulingyuan 

 

Purple Sapphire (Heliophorus saphir) 
Zhangjiajie Park, Wulingyuan 

Common Bluebottle (Graphium sarpedon) 

Purple Mountain, Nanjing 
Paris Peacock (Papilio paris)  
Zhangjiajie Park, Wulingyuan 

 

Indian Red Admiral (Vanessa indica) 
Purple Mountain, Nanjing 

Punchinello (Zemeros flegyas)  
Zhangjiajie Park, Wulingyuan 

Angled Sunbeam (Curetis acuta)  
Purple Mountain, Nanjing 

Blue Admiral (Kaniska canace)  
Purple Mountain, Nanjing 

Chinese Peacock (Papilio bianor)  
Purple Mountain, Nanjing 



Bamboo Worms (Jeremy Dobson) 

As a lepidopterist, I felt it incumbent on me to try “Fried 

Pupae” during my recent China visit. 

To be fair, the food in China was generally delicious, with 

very few of the anticipated “Fear-Factor” moments. 

Bamboo Worms, Omphisa fuscidentalis, are larva of a 

butterfly of the Crambidae family. They inhabit the 

bamboo groves and forests in the cooler regions of 

northern Thailand, northern Laos, northern Myanmar, and 

adjacent parts of Yunnan Province, China.  

Not too bad, but there are easier ways of undertaking research for the CRG… 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Verloren Valei 
 
Justin Bode, Yolande Bode and I will be hosting a butterfly walk-and-talk at Verloren Valei on 9 
December; the event is being arranged by “The Friends of Verloren Valei”.  
Verloren Valei, north-east of Dullstroom in Mpumalanga, is an internationally important wetland 
and the source of four rivers. It is also renowned for its abundant wild orchid population, and is 
home to several high-altitude butterfly species, including the Warren’s Blue, which is only found on 
this reserve.  
 
Take advantage of this rare opportunity to visit this closed reserve, a pristine grassland 
environment of great beauty.  
 
Date: 9 December (09h00 until approximately 14h00, depending on weather) 
Price: R150 per person (covers entrance to the reserve) 
Booking is essential, and numbers are limited: R150 per person. Much of the day will be spent 
walking on uneven ground, so participants should be fairly fit and mobile—contact 
jamesh@tiscali.co.za to reserve your place 
 

 
Butterfly Evening  
 
The next Butterfly evening was to be held on Thursday 9 November; 18h30 for 19h00. 
Unfortunately, several people can’t make it, so it has been decided to postpone this meeting to 11 
Jan 2018. 
 
This will continue Hermann’s “meet the family” program, introducing LepSoc Africa members to 
the amazing diversity of Butterflies (Lepidoptera).  
 
The cost is R100 per person (R175 for non-LepSoc members), which includes dinner. Note that 
Butterfly Evenings, arranged by Hermann Staude, are held on the 2nd Thursday of every 2nd month 
– please diarize! 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crambidae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bamboo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grove_(nature)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myanmar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yunnan_Province
mailto:jamesh@tiscali.co.za


Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop – Madagascar 2018 

LepSoc Africa are hosting the 3rd Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop, 

which will be held at ValBio, Ranomafana, Madagascar between 7 and 

15 April 2018. 

 

We have a full complement of delegates. If for some reason you wanted 

to attend the Workshop, but didn’t get around to submitting a 

registration form, please do so as soon as possible and I’ll put you on 

the waiting-list (a few places may become available now that deposits 

have been requested)! 

 

 

BOOKS 

Cameron McMaster is reducing his natural history library and has quite a few butterfly books to 
sell - see below. If you are interested, please make an offer and submit it to Dave Edge 
(orachrysops@gmail.com) or myself. 
 
 

• Butterflies of South Africa - Where, When and How they fly  by D A Swanepoel 1953.  hard 
cover rebound in fair condition and signed by the author 

• South African Red Data Book - Butterflies 1989  by Stephen and Graham Henning (soft 
cover in      good condition) 

• The Butterflies of Southern Africa  Part IV  NYMPHALIDAE: NYMPHALINAE by G van Son 
1979.  Hard cover with dust cover in good condition. 

• The Butterflies of Southern Africa  Part lll  NYMPHALIDAE: ACRAEINAE by G van Son 
1963.  Hard cover in fair condition. 

• The Butterflies of Southern Africa  Part Il  NYMPHALIDAE: DANAINAE And SATYRINAE 
by G van Son 1955.  Hard cover in fair condition. 

• The Butterflies of Southern Africa  Part I  PAPILIONIDAE and PIERIDAE by G van Son 
1949.  Soft cover in good condition. 

• Life Histories of South African Butterflies - the entomological work of Gowan C Clarke and 
C G C Dickson 1971.  In good condition with dust cover signed by the  author  CG Dickson.  
The foreword by B. Barton-Eckett is also signed by the writer. 

• Lepidoptera of Southern Africa, Host Plants and other Associations - A Catalogue by  D M 
Kroon 1999.  Soft cover in good condition.  

• Southern African Lepidoptera - A  series of Cross-referenced Indices by L Vari and D 
Kroon.  Soft cover in good condition  1986.    

• The Butterflies of Southern Africa by Dr E Pinhey 1965.  Hard cover with dust cover in good 
condition 

• Butterflies of the Table Mountain Range by A J M Claassens and C G C Dickson 1980.  
Hard Cover in pristine condition with dust cover 

• Pennington's Butterflies of Southern Africa - First Edition Edited by C G C Dickson with the 
collaboration of Dr D M Kroon  1978. Hard cover in good condition. 

• Pennington's Butterflies of Southern Africa - Second Edition Revised and Updated. Edited 
by E L L Pringle, G A Henning and J B Ball.  Hard cover in pristine condition with dust cover 
and case.  Signed by the first Editor 

• Butterflies of the British Isles - a Hamlyn Guide by J A Thomas.  Soft cover in pristine 
condition 

 

mailto:orachrysops@gmail.com


CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 

LepiMAP (Megan Loftie-Eaton / Les Underhill)  
 
LepiMAP’s goal is the conservation of butterflies and their habitats in Africa. 
This entails educating and encouraging people to observe, appreciate and understand the needs 
of living insects. 
 
LepSoc Africa and the University of Cape Town’s Animal Demography Unit (ADU) are currently in 
discussion regarding a renewed agreement between the two organizations. Fanie Rautenbach has 
been appointed as LSA’s LepiMAP representative. 
 

http://www.adu.uct.ac.za/ 
 
 

COREL (Dave Edge) 
 
A summary of the COREL status, as presented by Dave Edge at the LepSoc Africa Conference, is 
included below: 
 

• Chrysoritis dicksoni (CE) Article on the vegetation associated with C. dicksoni published in 
Metamorphosis. Removal of alien plants by CapeNature continued (over 50% of Westfield 
site now clear). 

 

• Orachrysops niobe (CE) Butterfly reserve almost totally burnt by fire. Research team set up 
to monitor recovery of plants, ants and butterflies. 

 

• Kedestes barberae bunta (CE) MSc study complete by Ismat Adams, and 
recommendations being implemented. KCC founded with Cape Metro, LepSoc, CTEET, 
CapeNature and UCT as partners. 

 

• Erikssonia edgei (CE) Post fire monitoring of habitat continuing. Very poor emergence in 
the first year. 

 

• Dingana fraterna (CE) Ecological research continuing led by James Lawrence. 
 

• Callioratis millari (CE) Low numbers of adult moths again and a poor egg count at the 
Entumeni Nature Reserve. 

SALCA (Silvia Kirkman) 

Silvia has forwarded the reports to SANBI and comments are expected shortly 
 
The aims of the project are to achieve the following conservation outcomes: 

• Upgrading of the accuracy of our distribution database for the c. 160 taxa which are of 
conservation concern. 

• Updating the 2012 conservation assessments based on higher quality data, research being 
conducted through the COREL project, and field work (ground truthing) by LepSoc Africa 
members. 

• Enhancing LepSoc Africa's reputation for conservation with SANBI and other government 
bodies. 

• Demonstrating that LepSoc Africa's members have the knowledge and project management 
skills to deliver such a large and complex project. This will ensure our future involvement 
whenever such skills are needed. 

http://www.adu.uct.ac.za/


• Ensuring that our knowledge is incorporated into the "Critical habitat mapping" database 
which will provide legislative protection to butterfly habitats. 

• Achieving the first conservation assessments of a wider group of Lepidoptera (moths) which 
will provide a baseline for future moth conservation. 

 
 

Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville) 
 
The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by 
SANBI. BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across South 
African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly species, 
to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but also 
areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for this 
project, which will also provide the phlyogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of 
taxonomic issues. 
 
To date, 94 genera, 250 taxa, and 410 specimens have been contributed so far towards the BED 
project. There is quite a lot of additional material that still requires processing.  
 
A key aim of the BED project is to obtain representatives of all genera found in South Africa: 
please refer to this list of “missing” genera below and try and focus on these. It is hoped to have a 
working genus-level phylogeny for SA butterflies by mid-2018. 
 

Abantis; Acada; Acleros; Afrodryas; Alenia; Andronymus; Aphnaeus; Argyraspodes; 
Artitropa; Aslauga; Astictopterus; Baliochila; Brephidium; Caprona; Chloroselas; 
Cnodontes; Coenyra; Coenyropsis; Colias; Cupidopsis; Cyrestis; Deloneura; Dingana; 
Durbaniella; Durbaniopsis; Eagris; Erikssonia; Euphaedra; Euryphura; Fresna; Gnophodes; 
Harpendyreus; Hemiolaus; Iolaus; Lachnocnema; Lycaena; Melampias; Melanitis; Moltena; 
Myrina; Neita; Ornipholidotos; Parnara; Paternympha; Phasis; Physcaeneura; Pieris; 
Platylesches; Pontia; Protogoniomorpha; Pseudonacaduba; Pyrrhiades; Stugeta; 
Teriomima; Tirumala; Torynesis; Trimenia; Tsitana; Tylopaedia; Uranothauma; Zenonia; 
Zophopetes 
 

 

Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to 
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/ 
 
The BED project is going to have an important role to play in the Aloeides Project. 

 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/


Aloeides Project  
(Jeremy Dobson) 
 
 

 

 

The project is up and running and a few 
samples have been received; the 
initiative will run in conjunction with 
Jonathan Colville’s “Butterfly 
Evolutionary Diversity” (BED) project 
(above).  

The project is a LepSoc Africa 
enterprise and anyone can take part. 
Kits of preservative, vials and plastic 
envelopes have been given to members 
of the Society chosen for their scientific 
expertise, activeness in the field, or their 
geographic location, but mostly, for their 
willingness to contribute! 
 
The first phase of this project is the 
creation of a high-resolution phylogeny 
for the Aloeides – the Dull Coppers. We 
are not attempting taxonomic revisions 
within the genus at this stage, however 
once our phylogeny (evolutionary tree-
of-life) has been completed it should 
provide a very solid base for further 
taxonomic work.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com or  
+27 82 783 8213 if you have any queries,  
or wish to participate. 

 

 

CONSTRUCTING AN 
UPDATED PHYLOGENY 

(TREE OF LIFE) FOR THE 
ALOEIDES GENUS 

 

Aloeides simplex female, 
ovipositing in sand 
Reinier Terblanche 

Aloeides damarensis pupa 
Reinier Terblanche 

Aloeides specimens being set 
for the reference collection. 

Legs have been removed for 
submission to the BED project 

Google Earth image, indicating localities of samples that have been 
processed to date 

Screen grab of the Aloeides Project database table 

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com


Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude) 

 
Hermann circulated a newsletter to GRG participants in October, which is copied below: 
 
I can hardly believe that another year had gone by since my last newsletter to you and that the 
CRG is now in its sixth season. We had a bumper season last year, as far as CRG submissions 
are concerned, with 495 rearings recorded. We added 154 species to our lists from the season’s 
rearings as well as an additional 419 species submitted by Colin Congdon derived from their 
(Colin Congdon, Ivan Bampton and Steve Collins) historical rearings of butterflies from all over 
Africa. We now have images of the larvae and adults for 1586 African Lepidoptera species in our 
shared folder on Dropbox. There are 86 contributors to the CRG who have access to this valuable 
resource on Dropbox. If you do not have access, why not join us by rearing some caterpillars and 
submitting the results to us. This will give you access, it is great fun, very rewarding and adds 
valuable information to science. 
The 2017/2018 season is well on its way and now is the time that caterpillars will be appearing in 
their numbers for most of South Africa. This period leading up to midsummer is the best time to go 
out there and find caterpillars.  
Please ensure that you submit your results to us and this includes parasitoids if you rear them. 
Such information is equally valuable – our parasitoid list is slowly becoming more and more 
significant.  
Every year, if prescribed conditions are met, we try and award a prize of R10 000 to the rearer 
who has scored the most points for the season as well as other prizes for various achievements. If 
the conditions are not met the money goes to Lepidoptera conservation. Submissions are 
evaluated by a scoring system that assigns a value to each rearing based on the significance of 
the entry to science. 
Last year, after the money went to conservation the previous season because the conditions were 
not met, the Sharps joined me in recusing ourselves from running for any prizes and instead 
challenged the rest of you to score at least 50% as many points as we could manage. If you won 
the challenge then there would be various prizes. If you lost then there would be only a R2500.00 
prize for the person who scored the most points and the rest would go to Lepidoptera 
conservation.  
So how did we do this last season?  

 



 
As you can see from the above results the Sharps have yet again proven to be ‘veritable rearing 
machines’, as Marion puts it. One cannot overstate the significance of their contributions, which 
are growing to become one of the greatest resources for information on African caterpillars ever. 
What a fantastic achievement, Ian and Allison (and I suspect mom too), I do hope that you 
continue on this path of discovery. You are now the first to achieve the goal of 500 species reared 
and I do hope that, one day, you achieve the big one of 1000 species reared. I am confident that 
you will be able to do this. 
That leaves us then with announcing the winner of the R2500.00 prize for the most points scored 
and that is of course Marion Maclean, well done Marion, your contributions have been great in 
addition to all the hard work you are putting into the management of the CRG. Marion not only 
records the early stages of the Lepidoptera she rears, but also carefully takes notes of their 
behaviour. I would like to see more of these important notes published. 
David Wagner, champion caterpillar rearer in the eastern United States, who has written many 
books on US caterpillars, has kindly, in support of our CRG initiative, donated two copies of his 
book, Caterpillars of the eastern United States, to be awarded as prizes to CRG achievers. I would 
like to award these books to our two rearers who scored the next most points, Magriet Brink and 
Julio Balona.  
Magriet has been consistently contributing to the CRG since its inception and has discovered 
many new life histories of Kogelberg Lepidoptera, well done Magriet.  
Julio, who is really a bat guy, decided to have a closer look at bat food and has come out of 
nowhere to reach this position, well done Julio, stay with bat food. 

So it would seem that all of us would rather support conservation than win big prizes 😊? That is 

great but not the desired result, we would much rather want all of you to beat us by a mile (not that 
we intend to make it easy for you). Then we would really make even greater inroads into 
discovering new life histories and host associations. In spite of the significant CRG contributions 
over the last five years, the early stages of the majority of African Lepidoptera species remain 
unknown. We would like to repeat last year’s challenge and see if you do better this time. 



In addition to the standard challenge we have a few more for you this year. Rolf Oberprieler, 
frustrated at being stranded ‘down under’ has the following challenge:  
“If I were still in South Africa, I would try and give you a run for your money, but from here I can 
only watch and admire what you rear. But I think the CRG needs a new challenge then, worthy of 
your advanced rearing competence. How about tackling some of the rare species that have eluded 
just about everyone so far? I’m of course thinking saturniids foremost. How about trying to rear 
Bunaeopsis arabella and Ludia monroei this season? The former is widespread on higher-lying 
regions in SA and the larvae feed on broad-leaved grasses, whereas the latter occurs only in the 
Magoebaskloof-Woodbush area and its larva probably feeds on some species of Lamiaceae, likely 
Orthosiphon sp.. I attach a pic of the moth and some of the larva of Ludia orinoptena, which is 
what that of L. monroei is likely to look like (variable too). Also a pic of the B. arabella larva, as 
found a few years ago near Belfast. I’m sure you know the moth. Any good photos of these larvae 
will be great to have, but ideally I’d like pics of all instars so as to compile plates like the sample 
one attached. Enough of a challenge for you??? 

 
Bunaeopsis arabella L5 [Belfast, Farm Middelpunt, 13.ii.2014, I. van Dijk]

 
Ludia orinoptena L5 dark [Kakamega] 



 
Ludia orinoptena L5 [KENYA, Kakamega For., vii.1997]

 
Ludia monroei M [Magoebaskloof, ii.1980, N. Duke] 
 
Todd Gilligan, from Loveland, Colorado, US has the following challenge for us: 
“Hi Hermann, 
It has been a while since I've written. Hope all is well! 
I saw the printed version of the supplement of your Caterpillar Rearing Group which prompted this 
email. I have a colleague in Colorado who is studying the primitive family Acanthopteroctetidae 
(his email below). It turns out that we have possibly a new species and maybe even a new genus 
here in the mountains. He is trying to get specimens for sequencing and/or life history info for 
other species in the family, and one is described from South Africa. 
I understand that most of your rearing people don't collect moths this small (it is named 
nepticuloides because it is as small as a nepticulid!). But possibly people would notice leaf mines 
on Phylica and/or just general Rhamnaceae. The mines here seem to be blotch mines but I doubt 
that is possible for small/thin-leafed plants so I guess the mines could look like anything.  
Anyway, a long shot that anything like this might be randomly found but you never know!” 
Mail from David Bettman: 
“Hey Todd, 
Thanks for offering to recruit your S. African contacts to try and help me find acanthopteroctetid 
moths.  I've attached the description of A. nepticuloides.  Among other things, the paper says that 
rhamnaceous plants in the genus Phylica should be checked as possible host plants in the locality 
where the adults were collected (Cederberg Mts.).  I agree that a plant in the Rhamnaceae is the 
likely host.  In CA, the larvae of a related species are slow to develop and can remain in the mines 
for months, so if mines are found I'd say it'd best to wait and not pick them until late Jan/early Feb 
or thereabouts (since the adults were collected in early Mar). 
Cheers, 
  David” 



  
A. nepticuloides.   
I include both of these requests from opposite sides of the globe and of the Lepidoptera size 
spectrum to show how vast this undiscovered world is, just waiting for us to enter….perhaps we 
could even help these guys. 
One last request. Dave Edge informs me that only 15 of the 25 CRG contributors for the last 
season are actually paid up Lepsoc members. Although it is not compulsory that CRG contributors 
are Lepsoc members, the CRG is a Lepsoc initiative and becoming a member is the right thing to 
do. Lepsoc needs your support, it is only with numbers that we can have enough clout to continue 
to engage with various role players in our plight to fight for the survival of our Lepidoptera and their 
habitats. 
Lepsoc will have its annual conference at Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens, Roodepoort, Gauteng, 
over the weekend 20-22 October 2017. I will do one presentation on the activities and results of 
the CRG. It would be great to have as many of you as possible attending this, which promises to 
be a great conference. 
happy caterpillar rearing. 
 
regards, 
Hermann Staude 
remember golf and TV are for people who do not know how to rear caterpillars. 
 
 

Karroo BioGaps (Dave Edge) 
 
This is a new 3 year project in association with SANBI. The focus is on assessing biodiversity in 
areas threatened by potential fracking developments and approximately 50 critical sites have been 
identified that require surveys. 
 
Dave submitted his annual report to SANBI in March. More than 30 sites have been visited to 
date, so good progress is being made. 
 
Objectives are as follows: 
 

• Improved knowledge of distribution of butterflies across the Karoo - this is of value not only 
for threatened species but also for more widespread migratory species. 

• Raising the awareness of the farming communities across the Karoo to butterfly 
conservation. 

• Again demonstrating to SANBI that LepSoc Africa is serious about butterfly conservation 
and has to be involved in all such projects. 

• Contribution to the protection of sensitive Karoo environments from undesirable 
developments. 

• Upskilling of LepSoc Africa members in butterfly surveying and data collection. 

 
 

 



PUBLICATIONS 

 

Metamorphosis (Mark Williams and Dave Edge) 
 
Subscriber-members should have received their hard-copy of Volume 27 – 2016. If not please 
contact me (jchdobson@gmail.com) or Dave Edge (orachrysops@gmail.com).  
 
Recent article can be viewed on the new LepSoc Africa website, Metamorphosis section 
(metamorphosis.org.za).  
 

• Parasa viridimixta Janse, 1964 (Lepidoptera: Limacodidae): A lepidopteran pest of 
Tetracarpidium conophorum (Mull. Arg) Hutch. & Dalziel in eastern Nigeria. 

 

• A new species of Prototheora from Zimbabwe, with additional collecting records of the genus in 
South Africa (Lepidoptera: Hepialidae) 

 
 

The Metamorphosis website is fully open-access and anyone can register. The Editorial Panel has 
been ungraded to an Editorial Board – several highly regarded international and local academics 
have agreed to join.  

  

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com


REGIONAL ROUNDUP 
 

Gauteng (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
Several people, including Mark Williams, Peter Ward, Jan Praet 
and the Terblanche brothers visited the Hillshaven area in 
September to monitor the Highveld Blue (Lepidochrysops 
praeterita). Etienne and Reinier found a few specimens, but on 
the whole this species was scarce; on the bright side the habitat 
looked good with lots of flowering Beccium. 
 
Not much else to report – we are definitely in for another tough 
season!  
 

 
Mpumalanga 
 
The Bode’s and Coetzer’s went to Mount Sheba in October: refer to Justin’s trip report under 
“Latest News”. 

 
Limpopo 
 
Dave Edge, Raimund Schutte, Mark Williams and I visited Bateleur in late October, to look for the 
Waterberg Copper (Erikssonia edgei). 
We were joined by Warwick and Michѐle Tarboton (of “Dragonflies and Damselflies of South 
Africa” fame) and Glenn, a friend of theirs. Wouter Schreuders and Louise were charming hosts, 
as always. 
 
Of the Waterberg Copper there was no sign. While this is worrying, it should be pointed out that 
we saw very few butterflies of any description: the early-summer droughts of the last few years 
appear to have had a devastating impact on spring-butterfly emergences. 
 
We did however have an interesting encounter with a python (which disappeared into a stream 
before it could be photographed) and found several leopard tracks on the roads. I collected 
several Platylesches larvae, which Jan Praet is rearing: hopefully one or more of these will be a 
Spring Hopper (P. dolomitica), a local Highveld butterfly with an unrecorded life history… 
 

  

Highveld Blue 
(Lepidochrysops praeterita) 

Glenharvie, Gauteng 

Tailed Meadow Blue  
(Cupidopsis jobates jobates) 

Bateleur, Limpopo 
Warwick Tarboton 

 

Broad-bordered Grass Yellow 
(Eurema brigitta brigitta) 

Bateleur, Limpopo 
Warwick Tarboton 

 

Large Striped Swordtail 
(Graphium antheus) 
Bateleur, Limpopo 
Warwick Tarboton 

 



Mark and I visited Mokolo Dam, south of Lephalale, on 9 September. A few nice lycaenid 
butterflies were seen, including the Bush Scarlet (Axiocerses amanga), Azure Hairstreak 
(Hemiolaus caeculus) and Saffron Sapphire (Iolaus pallene). 
 
Johann Greyling and Andrew Mayer were in Lekgalameetse in late September and found several 
Lotana Blues (Lepidochrysops lotana). 
 
Quite a few people have visited the Dindela site (north of Stoffberg) this season. Rossouw’s 
Copper (Aloeides rossouwi) was seen in fair numbers in late September and in mid-October 
James Lawrence found a new colony of the Stoffberg Widow (Dingana fraterna).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Northern Cape  
 

Andre Coetzer visited the Northern Cape between 19-23 September.   
 
After a quick business trip to Kakamas, we decided to carry on a little further and squeeze in some 
Namaqualand butterflying.  The area is extremely dry.  On the 20th September we decided to try 
our luck again with Colotis celimene pholoe at Pella, where we have seen a number of specimens 
at the same time of the year in 2015.  But this time, there was nothing to be found.  In fact, in 2015 
there were loads of other pierids like Teracolus eris, T.agoye, T.subfasciatus, Colotis euippe, 
Belenois aurota, etc.  In 2017, there was not a single pierid to be found at all.  We suspect this has 
to do with the drought, but there could of course be other reasons as well.  Namaqualand was 
slightly better but still very dry.  Apparently they had no flower season at all.  We headed for 
Kotzesrus, where we did manage to find some Chrysoritis, including plenty of C.aridus, and then a 
bunch of blue ones that I dare not try to identify…  The usual Namaqualand species were out as 
well, with a few Tarsosceras, Argyraspodes, and other little jobs around.  Unfortunately there was 
no sign of any Lepidochrysops. 
 
 

 
KwaZulu-Natal 
 
Refer to Kevin Cockburn’s summary of KZN activities under “Latest News”. 
Steve Woodhall and Kevin Cockburn hosted a Butterfly Fun Day at Kloof Conservancy on Sunday 
29 Oct.  

 

 

 

  

 Aloeides rossouwi 
Dindela, Limpopo 

(Raimund Schutte) 

Dingana fraterna  
Dindela, Limpopo 

(Raimund Schutte) 
 



AFRICA DESK 

 

Uganda (Rogers Muhwezi) 
 
I’ve attached some recent photographs from Mpanga by Rogers. He has been busy earning his 
CRG badge and has reared through a few Swallowtails as practice; Charaxes fulvescens is next. 
 
Roger’s has already observed a previously unrecorded host-plant record: Albizia grandibracteata 
for Eurema hapale. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  



OTHER BUTTERFLIES 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL 

 
Elected Executive Councillors: 
 

• Jeremy Dobson (Chairman) 

• Justin Bode (Secretary) 

• Dave Edge (Treasurer) 
 

Co-opted Councillors 
 

• Mark Williams (Editor of Metamorphosis in a caretaker capacity) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Conservation and Research) 

• Jan Praet (Marketing) 

• Peter Ward (Permits) 
 
Council held a meeting on 16 August; the minutes can be viewed on the website 
(lepsocafrica.org). 
 
Peter Ward has been appointed as LepSoc Africa’s National Permit Officer; Peter’s role is to 
coordinate Provincial permits and to assist regional representatives as far as possible. Reinier has 
assisted greatly, by producing a standardized research proposal / permit application. 
 

 
 
Note that increases to annual subscriptions were approved at October’s AGM; an undated 
schedule will be circulated shortly. 
 

Category
South 

African

Inter-

national

South 

African

Inter-

national

South 

African

Inter-

national

Sponsor R 800 R 1 400 Included Included R 800 R 1 400

Ordinary R 250 R 400 R 200 R 350 R 450 R 750

Pensioner (over 60 yrs) R 175 R 280 R 200 R 350 R 375 R 630

Student (under 23 yrs) R 175 R 280 R 200 R 350 R 375 R 630

Annual subscription fee 

(current year i.e. 2017)

Metamorphosis printed 

copy (preceding year 

i.e. 2016)

Annual subscriptions, 

plus printed copy of 

Metamorphosis

Mating pair of Sesiid (Clearwing) butterflies 
Steve Woodhall 

Rogers Muhwezi 
Mpanga, Uganda 

Warwick Tarboton 
Bateleur, Limpopo 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2017/ABN%20-%202017-5/lepsocafrica.org.za


FOCUS ON…. 

This features a member of LepSoc Africa in each edition.  
 
Peter Ward is this months target… 
 
Peter Ward has recently been appointed by LepSoc Africa, to manage 
collecting permits within South Africa. He is tasked with monitoring the 
expiry dates of permits, ensuring that new ones are applied for in time 
and generally assisting LSA’s regional representatives in obtaining 
permits. 
 
Peter was born in Kampala, Uganda in Aug 1957; his father was working 
for a milling company at the time. 
The family returned to South Africa in 1960. 
 
Peter’s interest in butterflies began about 50years ago. His brother, a 
teenager at the time and 7 years older than Peter, went through a 
butterfly collecting phase. While his brother stopped soon afterwards, the butterfly-bug had bitten, 
and Peter’s enthusiasm for butterflies remains undimmed. 
One of his recollections from those formative years was chasing a pierid near Blyde River, losing 
his footing and ending up sitting on a prickly pear: a painful introduction to his new hobby.  
 
He met the Henning brothers, Graham and Stephen in his teens, who provided him with 
encouragement and some direction. 
In the mid to late 70’S he was at Wits University with Peter Sharland, studying engineering. They 
became regular partners on butterfly trips. 
 
Peter worked in Khartoum, Sudan between 2005 and 2007. While this might not sound like the 
most promising butterfly destination, for a few weeks a year, after rains, the adjacent desert was 
full of butterflies. 
Steve Collins was his mentor in this period, a role that he has maintained to this day. The 
description of Colias marnoana (previously Colias erate marnoana) was one result of their 
association during this period. 
 
From 2007 to 2011 he was posted to Jinja, Uganda. This was a very productive period in Peter’s 
butterfly career and one that resulted in him hosting several Lepidopterist friends, including the 
Dobsons! 
 
One of his visitors - Szabolcs Sáfián – described Geritola wardi after collecting a few specimens of 
this butterfly from the nearby Mabira Forest. Three Cephetola species await description. 
The Mabira Ghost (Pseudopontia mabira) was another butterfly from this period. 
 
Peter married Alison 5 years ago, although he had known her for many years previously.  
Alison – a keen lepidopterist herself – has been very supportive of his hobby and is a regular 
companion on butterfly trips. 
 
 

 

  



PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH  

 
Thanks to everyone who has submitted photos – during the course of last season, I received 

entries from Andre Coetzer, Muhwezi Rogers, Peter Sharland, Raimund Schutte, Simon Joubert, 

Steve Woodhall, Christopher Dobson, Andrew Morton and Julio Balona.  

I know there are plenty more active photographers out there – please forward any pictures that 

you believe are interesting or attractive and I’ll try and find space for them. 

Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this Newsletter and they will be 

given due consideration; any photographs accompanied with proof-of-payment to LepSoc Africa, 

to the amount of R50 per picture, will automatically be included! 

There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the decision, by the editor is final 
and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society. 
 
I’ve had very few entries for this edition – hardly any for September; would any photographers out 
there PLEASE send me any recent pictures that you would like to include, with identification and 
the month that the photograph was taken (jchdobson@gmail.com). 

 

  

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com


Entries for September 

 

  

SEPTEMBER 
 
Peter Webb – with his first submission 
to ABN – is September’s winner. 
 
The photo is of a Molomo Copper 
(Aloeides molomo molomo); a fitting 
subject with the launch of the Aloeides 
Project. 
  

Charaxes numenes   
Rogers Muhwezi 

(Mpanga, Uganda) 
 

 

Anthene livida 
Jeremy Dobson 

(Hennop’s River, Gauteng) 

Hemiolaus caeculus 
Jeremy Dobson 

Mokolo Dam, Limpopo 

Axiocerses amanga 
Jeremy Dobson 

Mokolo Dam, Limpopo 
 

Iolaus pallene 
Jeremy Dobson 

Mokolo Dam, Limpopo 
 
 
 

Euxanthe eurinome 
Rogers Muhwezi  

(Mpanga, Uganda) 
 



Entries for October 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Chilades trochylus  
Warwick Tarboton 

(Bateleur, Limpopo) 

Petovia marginalis 
Steve Woodhall 

(Kloof, KwaZulu-Natal) 
 

Cacyreus marshalli  
 Peter Webb 

(Irene, Gauteng) 
 

Euptera elabontas 

Rogers Muhwezi 
(Mpanga, Uganda) 

 
 

Graphium antheus 
Warwick Tarboton 

(Bateleur, Limpopo) 
 

Euphaedra preussi 
Rogers Muhwezi 

(Rwenzori, Uganda) 
 

OCTOBER 
 
October’s winner is another first-time 
contributor: LepSoc Africa’s Secretary, 
Justin Bode. 
 
This picture is a Violescent Blue 
(Orachrysops violescens) a fairly rare and 
a notoriously difficult to photograph 
butterfly. 
 
The Orachrysops are sometime referred to 
as Restless Blues and with good reason… 



LIVES BEHIND THE LABELS… 

Ruth Southey 
 
Jonathan Ball has very kindly written the article for this edition of ABN; he has personal 
recollections of Ruth 
 

Ruth Joan Southey (nee Graham) was born on the 9th September 
1908 in Newcastle, Natal (as it was then known). Her father died when 
she was two years old, and her mother later married Bill Ballenden, 
who was a civil engineer. 
Ruth studied land surveying at the Cape Town Training College (now 
UCT). In 1930 she married Lance Southey. The marriage was 
officiated by Archdeacon Pennington. The latter (and father of Ken 
Pennington) discovered both Capys penningtoni 
as well as Durbania amakosa penningtoni). She knew the Pennington 
family very well most of her life.  Lance (after whom Pseudonympha 
southeyi was named) and Ruth then farmed at Hillmoor, close to 
Steynsberg in the Eastern Cape. It was in February 1966, at Hillmoor, 
that Ruth discovered Lepidochrysops southeyae. 
 

This wonderful, warm, energetic and caring lady became very interested in lepidoptery in her 
fifties. In 1963, Ruth started collecting in Rusape in the then Rhodesia, while staying with the 
Vissions, another family devoted to the study of butterflies. 
Her first sampling was of Mimacraea marshalli marshalli - which sparked her latent enthusiasm. 
She collected extensively throughout southern Africa, and built up a very fine collection which she 
kindly donated to myself. 
 
It was my privilege to get to know Ruth in Pretoria, whilst I was a medical undergraduate, studying 
with her daughter Marylyn. She often regaled me with wonderful stories of her ‘butterfly trips.’  It 
was quite an occasion to go on sampling trips with her! 
She would always have a wicker basket on hand, filled with a thermos for hot tea, coupled with 
gorgeous items on which to draw sustenance! 
 
Together with Ruth and Ken Pennington, in September 1968, she sampled some of the small 
Type series of Lepidochrysops penningtoni, north of Steinkopf. She regaled that Ruth Pennington 
and herself were having an extended tea next to the parked vehicle adjacent to the N7 and that a  
frustrated Ken, came back from an unsuccessful sortie into the adjacent veld and berated them for 
not joining in the search! They casually produced some envelopes with a few specimens in them, 
which they had caught next to the parked vehicle! On asking, “Are these what you are looking 
for?”  
KMP became rather crestfallen! As an aside, very few true ‘topotypical, L. penningtoni are known. 
I have carefully studied her type specimen. This does not conform with the taxon found between 
Kamieskroon and Kotze’s Rus some assume to be penningtoni. A phylogenetic study is being 
undertaken  
to resolve this issue. It is possible that this taxon has gone extinct due to global climate change. 
Personal searching of the type locality since 1976 (15 to 20 visits over 40 years) has a) failed to 
yield any specimens, and b) shown incremental loss of Selago plants - which may or may not have 
been the larval host plant. 
 
When I wrote the Chapter “The Trail Blazers: Historical background to some of the prominent 
southern African butterfly researchers,” in the Second Edition of Pennington’s Butterflies of 
southern Africa (1994), it was Ruth Southey I was thinking of, 



when I included the word ‘housewives’ as being amongst the ‘pioneers’ of our lepidopterology (p. 
22 ). Incidentally, the publisher unilaterally culled numerous names from my chapter, which sadly 
caused some animus towards myself, 
which persists to this day. The publishers independently reduced the text from 820 to 800 pages.   
 
In 2008, Ruth celebrated her century of the ‘larval stage of eternity' at Hoekwil, near George, with 
almost 100 members of her family and friends. 
She died on November 18 2009 in George, at the ripe old age of 101. Her pioneering spirit, 
kindness, delightful laughter, sparkling and intelligent eyes and selflessness live on in those of us 
who were privileged to have known her. She was a raconteur par excellence. 
The world is a better place because of her pioneering and indomitable spirit. 
 


